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LANDED INTEREST, 
3 
F 
OF: THE 


HOUSE OFCOMMONS 


GENTLEMEN, 


I ADDRESS myſelf to you, as being prin- 
cipally intereſted in the following Obſervations ; 
which, though ſuddenly thrown upon Paper, are 
authoriſed by the concurrent Opinions of the 
beſt commercial Writers, who, after mature 
Deliberation, have committed their Opinions to 
Print. As ſuch I deliver them to your Protec- 
tion, with the firmeſt Reliance, that if a Propoſi- 
tion of ſuch infinite Importance, as I am about 
to make, ſhould receive your Approbation, you 
will reſolve (and I know you have Power) to 
carry it fully into Effect. 


I have the Honour to be, 
GENTLEMEN, 
Your Countryman, 


And Well-Wiſher. 


— 1 o 


- Fr. A WE _—_—— — 
' * 
* 
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The Trrrrs of the following Works are 
not, perhaps, ſufficiently expreſſed in 
the Quotations, viz. 


„ 


M R. Locke's Conſiderations of the Conſe- 
quences of the lowering of Intereſt, and raiſing the 
Value of Money. | 


De Witit's Memoirs. Ratiſbon Edit. 
Sir Walter Raleigb's Obſervations on Trade. 


Sir Matthew Decker on the Cauſes of the 


Decline of the Foreign Trade, conſequently of 
the Value of the Lands of Britain, and on the 


Means to reſtore both. 


7 
* 
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- 
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affecting 


95 tages attend- 


A r 8 TS 


OF THE FOLLOWING 


CONSIDERATIONS. 


Lax D and Trade have but one Intereſt. 
Tux Value of Land principally aſcertained by Fo- 
reign Markets. 
T axts and Reftraiats upon nnn fall ulti- 
mately upon Land. 
Tre Landed Gentleman ought to defend Trade 
from Taxes. 
Taxes upon Importation of any Thing 
neceſſary in Manufactures. 
axes upon Importation generally. 
| Taxes upon Neceſſaries of Home 
Conſumption. 
LExciſes upon the Neceſſaries of Life. 
MonoPoLIEs. 
RECAPITULATION, 
Txz Operation of ſuch Taxes and Reſtrictions 
upon the Commerce of Great Britain. 
Tur Circumſtances of Jreland as to Trade and 
Finance. 
Tur Plan of Taxation propoſed. 
Tre Mode of collecting the Tax. 
| To Trade, 
Tre Advan- 1 
To the Finances, 
To the Creditors of the Publick. 
Nor inconſiſtent with the Jet India Trade. 
GREAT BRTrAIN would derive Benefit from the 
Trade of Ireland. 


TAxkEs 1 


Trade. 


ing it, 


B 


| CONSIDERATIONS, &c. 


3 Tu E Diſtinction of a landed and a 
commercial Intereſt, though in ſome 

| Inſtances juſt, has given Countenance to 
much Error, and induced Gentlemen to 
believe that they could impoſe Taxes upon 
Commerce, without affecting the Value of 
Land. Whereas the Value of Land de- 
pends ſo much upon Commerce, that what- 
ever Tax or Reſtraint you impoſe upon 
Trade, falls entirely, if not with double 
Weight, upon the landed Intereſt. This has 
been ſo little attended to, that it is worth 
while to conſider for a Moment how it is 
that Commerce regulates the Value of 


by Land. 


_— , 
E : an == $ 
„ P ſes =_— 


Forteicn Markets aſcertain the Prices 
of Commodities in every Country where 
Trade is free *; for if we would ſell 

abroad, 


I ſay where Trade is free: becauſe 1 ſpeak with 
Exception to thoſe Inſtances, where an artificial Price is 
created by Taxes impoſcd upon Home Conſumption. 

| As 
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abroad, we muſt ſuit our Prices to the 


Market; and in our Markets at home we 


| muſt take Care not to be underſold by 


Strangers. 

Tae Price of any Manufacture, as ſold, 
conſiſts of two Parts ; firſt the Value of 
the raw Material; ſecondly, the Expence 
beſtowed upon it before it is expoſed to 
ſale. In the latter it muſt be obſerved 
that the Manufacturer, the Sailor, the Mer- 


chant, and every Perſon who is concerned 


As is the Caſe in Great Britain with reſpect to her Im- 
portations from the Eaſ and IIe Indies and other Places. 
But even in thoſe Inſtances it will be found, that the 
Price of ſuch Goods, after abſtracting the Tax and its 
Conſequences, is regulated by their Value in Foreign 
Markets, to which they are exported with a Drawback, 


and ſold untaxed. 


Nor will the Riches of any Kingdom raife Prices in 
Proportion to its Wealth, as is too generally imagined, 
unleſs it be excluded from Commerce with the Reſt of 
the World; for Strangers would bring Merchandiſe to 
the Markets of ſuch a Kingdom, and the ManufaQurers 
of that Kingdom would be underſold, unleſs they lowered 
their Prices to thoſe of Foreigners. In ſhort, if Trade 
be free, Prices will find their Level according to Prices 
in other Countries. And in Reality great Wealth would 


tend to make Manufactures cheap rather than dear; be- 


cauſe it would make the Rate of Intereſt low: ſo that the 
Trader, paying leſs for the Capital upon which he trades, 
could afford to ſell at lower Prices. 


In 


* 


* 
N ia ö C. 2 
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in preparing the Manufacture, or bringing 
it to Market, muſt have a ſufficient Profit, 
otherwiſe the raw Material will remain in 
its original State, and the whole Expence 
being deducted from the Price of the Ma- 
nufacture, aſcertains the Value of the raw 
Material. | 

Tun Value of Land is aſcertained by 
its Produce; and it neceſſarily follows, that 
the Value of the raw Material uſed in any 
ManufaQure, aſcertains the Value of the 
Land which produced it. 


Bur ſhould a Tax be impoſed affecting a 
Manufacture in any of its Stages, upon 
whom would that Tax ultimately reſt? Not 
upon the foreign Market; for you muſt 


ſuit your Price to that of the Market : not 


> As ſome Illuſtration of this Principle, it may be ob- 
ſerved, that the Price of Wool in England had fallen 
from Forty Shillings to Ten, even by the Time of Charles 
II. (Britania Languens, P. 58.) The Home Conſump— 
tion, and the Quantities of it that have been jmuggled 
to France and Holland, may have kept it up at that 
Price ever ſince; but how is this Fall to be accounted 
for otherwiſe, than that the ManufaQurer could n6t 
bear the Loſs upon the Price of Woollens in the fo— 
reign Market, and that therefore the Lofs fell back upon 
the raw Material ? 


upon 


— 
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upon the ManufaQturer, Sailor, or Mer- 


_ chant; for they muſt deſert their Occupa- 


tions if their Profit be diminiſhed. It there- 
fore can only fall upon the raw Material, 
and ſo upon Land.. It is in vain (ſays 
Mr. Locke) in a Country whoſe Fund is 
Land, to hope to lay the publick Charge 
of Government any where elſe, there at 
laſt it will terminate. The Merchant 
(do what you can) will not bear it, the La- 
bourer cannot; and therefore the Land- 
holder muſt.” 

IT 1s clearly therefore the Intereſt of the 
Landed Gentleman, that the Coſt beſtowed 
upon the raw Material ſhould be as light 
as poſſible : For any Thing that encreaſes 
that Coſt, be it in what Stage it may, eve- 
ry Tax or Monopoly that can affect the 
Manufacturer, Sailor, or Merchant, muſt 
fall upon the raw Material, and will ine- 
vitably reduce the Value of Land. 

Lr the Landed Gentleman therefore 
protect and cultivate the Trader. His 


Lands are ſtationary, and derive their Va- 


lue from Trade ; but the Trader is free 


to go where he pleaſes, and carry with 


© Monopolics operate as "Taxes, by making every 
Thing monopolized dear. 


him 
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him his Wealth and Art, and reſide in 
that Country where he ſhall be beſt re- 
ceived. 


LeT us now turn our Attention for 
a Moment to the different Kinds of 
Tax. They can hardly be more than 
three; upon Import, Export, and Exciſe, 
though I ſhall not treat of them exactly in 
that Order. 

Taxes impoſed upon the Importation of 
any Thing neceſſary to our Manufactures, 
are perhaps more pernicious than any 
other Kind of Tax whateyer, and beyond 
all Compariſon more oppreſſive than Du- 
ties upon our Exports; for a Duty im- 
poſed upon the Exportation of a Manu- 
facture is collected in the laſt Stage of its 
Progreſs, or rather in its Maturity; where- 
as a Duty impoſed upon the Importation 
of any Thing neceſſary to a Manufacture, 
is a Tax upon it in every Stage, which 
in every Stage is encreaſed, ſo as to become, 
at leaſt, doubly oppreſſive upon the Manu- 
facture when exported. Suppoſe a Duty 
upon the Importation of Fuller's Earth, 
of Sixpence in the Pound, and a Pound 


of Fuller's Earth to be uſed to every 


Yard 


2 of 
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Yard of ſuperfine Cloth, the Sixpence in 
the Pound being advanced by the Im- 
porter, and paid with Intereſt and Profit 
in every ſucceſſive, Stage of that Manu- 
facture, might well amount to a Shillin 
upon every Yard of ſuperfine Cloth ex- 
ported ©, Thus the Price of Wool would 
be lowered, by what in former Days might 
be conſidered ag a Tax in which the Land- 
ed Gentlemen were not at all concerned *. 
A FURTHFR Abſurdity „though not ſo 
ſtriking, appears in general throughout 
Taxes upon Importat ion, and it is this: 
As a trading People we ſhould ſend our 
Manufactures to many Countries where 
Gold is not plenty, where, if we were 
to inſiſt upon Payment in Gold, we could 
ſell but little, and at a low Price; where- 
as, if we ſhould barter our Goods for 
thoſe of that Country, cheap there, though 
valuable with us and in other Kingdoms, 
we ſhould not only diſpoſe of much more of 
our Manufactures, but be much more am- 


* Vide Sir VM Decter*s Calculation of a Tax upon 
Leather. 

© It is from theſe Conſiderations that dying Drugs for 
many Years paſt have been exempted From Duty. 
Vice Brit. Lan. page 61. 


ply 


— 
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ply paid for them. Our Importation would 
be a very conſiderable Return for our Ex- 
port; out of which we ſhould firſt ſupply our 
Home Market at a cheap Rate, and then 
re- export the Surplus to other Countries“. 
But if our Importation of foreign Com- 
modities be loaded with Taxes, ſo that we 
cannot re- export them with Profit, that 
Importation muſt be limited to the Onan- 
tum of our Home Conſumption, and thus 
we not only confine our Exports, which 
might otherwiſe be great to thoſe Coun- 
tries, to the Amount of our limited Im- 
portation from thence, but we preclude 
ourſelves from making Money of the Induſ- 
try of Strangers, whoſe Growths and Ma- 
nufactures we might thus cheaply procure, 
and ſell elſewhere to great Advantage; 


E This Kind of Importation, with a View to Re-ex- 
portation, is neceſſary to a Trade from Port to Port. 
(Sir V. Raleigh & Brit. Lan. page 37.) J conſider the 
Laws made in the Reigns of ſoine of the wiſeſt of our 
Princes againſt Exportation of Plate and Money, as 
Laws of Policy, calculated to force Great-Britain into 
both an Export of her own ManufaQuures, and into a 
Trade from Port to Port, which is a Trade that might 


be carried on to a great Extent, without the Exportation 
of Money. 


. which 
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which is the Kind of Trade that principally 
enriches Holland, and makes the Dutch the 
Carriers, and their Country the Storchouſe * 
of the commereiat World. 


Tnis leads me to obſerve, that Taxes 
upon Importation of Articles for Home 
Conſumption, and of the groſſeſt Nature, 
may be highly impolitic, Thus Taxes 
upon imported Pitch, Tar, Hemp, Maſts, 
Kc. might in many Caſes be deciſive 
againſt that lucrative Trade which I have 
juſt mentioned ; would encreaſe Freight 
upon all Occaſions, and the Expence of 


* Britania Lan. P. 63, ſpeaks of Holland as by theſe 
Means being the Storehouſe of the World. Sir V. 
Raleigh ſays, that Amſterdam is never without 700,000 
Quarters of Corn, which muſt have been brought up 
in other Countries to be re-exported. De Wit (Mem. 
211) ſays, “the greateſt Part of the French Exports are 
for Halland. He ſays (Do. P. 214) that © the Dutch 
conſume and fell all the Wines and Salt that go out of 
France.“ It is obvious that ſuch immenſe Importations 
can only be made with a View to re-export, the Dutch 
therefore muſt have been Enemies to Taxes upon Im- 
portations. Sir V. Raleigh ſays of Genoa, that being 
formerly a free Port, it was the Storehouſe of 7taly ; but 


that upon ſetting a Cuftom of 16 per Cent. on Goods 


imported, it loſt its foreign Trade to Leghorn, which be- 


became a free Port, and continued fo, and retains its flou- 
riſhing Condition, 
| exporting 
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exporting our own ManufaQtures, and (what 
is of the greateſt Conſequence) might well 
debar us from embarking in the Fiſhery up- 
on our own Coaſts, the greateſt perhaps in 


the World, which the Dutch and French at 


preſent enjoy almoſt unmoleſted, and by thoſe 
Means furniſh themſelyes not only with Ship- 
ping and Sailors, but with a valuable Ar- 
ticle of Commerce, which they exchange for 
the Manufactures of other Countries, or 
Materials to be worked up in their own. It 


is indeed a Branch of Trade, which makes 


the Commerce of the World eaſy; but from 
which any People improvidently taxed are 
conſequently excluded. 


Taxes that bear directly upon the Ne- 
ceſſaries of Life, and render them, either 


i Britania Languens (P. 31) ſays © the mere Fiſhing 
Trade for Flerring. and Cod, on the Coaſt of England 
and Scotland, employs above 8000 Dutch Ships or Veſ- 
ſels, 200,000 of their Seamen and Fiſhers ;, and the 


 Herrings and Cod fold by the Dutch in foreign Coun- 


tries, do bring an annual Profit of 500,000/7. Sterling 
to that Nation; beſides which it is accounted that 
250,000 People more are employed at Home, about 


this particular Navigation.” Mr. Smith of Improve- 


ments, &c. page 268, 269, 270, computes the Profits 
made of this Fiſhery by the Dutch, and other Foreign- 
ers, at 10,000,000). Sterling per Annum. F 


dear 
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dear or ſcarce (which are for the moſt Part 
Exciſes) are in effect Taxes, not only upon 
our Home Conſumption, but upon our Ma- 
nufactures for foreign Markets. For the 
Manufacturer, having no Income but what 
his Labour produces, muſt pay the Tax, 
whether it be upon Linen, Tobacco, Tal- 
low, Leather, his Hearths, his Food, or any 
other Neceſſary, by raiſing the Price of his 
Labour. But as the foreign Market will 
not, on that Account, offer a higher Price 
than before, the Coſt muſt fall upon the 
raw Material and the Land. 

Every Tax upon Neceſſaries, ſo far as 
the Manufacturer conſumes of them, ope- * 
rates in about the ſame Degree againſt Ma- 
nufactures, as a Tax upon the Importation 

of Materials uſed in Manufacture, and like 
the Tax ſuppoſed to be laid upon Fuller's | 
Earth, would amount to double what was | 
originally impoſed, by the Time the Ma- ö 
nufacture is arrived at Maturity. But if 

the Manufacture be itſelf « Neceſſary, as 

Linen or Woollen Cloth, it operates as a 
Charge upon cvery other Manufacture 
whatſoever. Thus the Price of a Shilling 
a Yard upon Cloth, occaſioned by a Duty 

upon Fuller's Earth, muſt be paid by the 
nad of Linen, when he ſhall buy 

his 
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his Coat, and he muſt be again repaid by 
the Conſumer of Linen. So that upon 
tracing a Tax upon Neceſſaries thro its dif- 
ferent Stages, we find, it is a Tax upon 
Manufactures, amounting to two or three 
Times as much as was originally im- 


poſed “. 7 — 


I wiLL add one Word more upon this 
Subject; that if we would have Labour as 
cheap as we can, not only all Taxes upon 
Neceſlaries, but all Reſtrictions that ren- 
der Neceſſaries ſcarce, ought to be done 
away ; and therefore all Monopolies ought 
to be aboliſhed. /Phere are indeed no 
Monopolies that I at preſent recollect in 
Ireland, of which we ought now to com- 
plain, unleſs it be ſuch as ariſe from ſome 
of the Acts of Navigation, with reſpect to 
Ships and Seamen, and Neceſſaries for Na- 
vigation '. And as thoſe Ads were in- 
tended to promote Shipping, and the Wel- 
fare of this Kingdom, probably, as well as 
that of Great: Britain, I ſhould hope that if 

they ſhould be thought in Ireland to be 


„ "Vide ts proved by Sir A. Decker, page 32, 
33, &C. 


l Vide 12 Car. II. 18. Brit. 
ö prejudicial 
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prejudicial to our Trade, they will be re- 
pealed, ſo far as they relate to our foreign 
Trade at the leaſt. And even in our 
Trade to the Dependencies of Great Bri- 
tam, Care might eafily be taken to ex- 
clude the Intervention of neutral Ship- 
ping, without all the Reſtrictions impoſed 
by thoſe Acts. Let the Manufacturer 
and Ship- builder, and every other Perſon 
concerned, be accommodated with what- 
ever he requires, and from Whomſoe ver 
and whatever Country he can procure it 
cheapeſt. His Labour will be the cheaper, 
and the Kingdom will be reimburſed by 
the Sale of its Manufactures. Whereas, if 
from narrow Policy, we ſhould confine 
their Conſumption to the Produce of this 
or that Country, or tax the Importation 
of foreign Neceſſaries, we ſhould increaſe 
the ManufaQurer's Expence, and diminiſh 
our own Profits. 


Is8vrELY need not add that the manu- 
facturing even ſuch raw Materials as are 
the Growth of other Countries is highly be- 
neficial, for every Manufacture employs a 
Number of People, and encreaſes Home 
Conſumption. Will any Man of landed 
Eſtate - 
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Eſtate pretend that he would derive no 
Benefit from an extenſive Silk Manufac- 
ture ? Muſt not all the Perſons engaged in 
that Manufacture ſpend, principally in this 
Country, whateyer they make by their 
Trade ? Be the Number of Silk Weavers 
what it may, ate there not ſo many more | 
Inhabitants of this Country, than could 
otherwiſe ſubſiſt here? So many more Con- 

ſumers of Woollens, Linens, Corn, and 

every other Neceſlary ? 

Sik V. Raleigh ſays, that a Fiſhery gives 
Employment to thirty other Trades; and 
though the Labour of the Fiſhermen be 
not expended upon Materials, the Growth 
of this Country; yet, having collected his 
Gold in the Depth of the Seas, he ſpends 
it upon Shore, The Farmer ſupplies him 
with Biſcuit, the Grazier with Beef, Lea- 
ther and Wool. No Trade gives ſo much 
Life to Commerce, or contributes ſo much, 
by Sailors and Shipping, to the Safety of 
an inſulated Kingdom in the Situation of 
Great Britain or Ireland. 


« * — n 2 0” T. \HACYCH of an. * * 


I Bave now run through almoſt every 
Reſtraint upon Trade that ariſes from 
Taxes, whether upon the Importation of 


any 
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any Thing neceſſary to the ManufaQuures, 
upon Importation generally, upon what 
may be neceſſary fer Freight and other Uſes, 
or upon the Neceſſaries of Life; and they 
all appear to be highly injurious to Com- 
merce, by either limiting the Demand, or 
encreaſing the Expence beſtowed upon the 
Manufacture or Export. And I have of- 
fered ſome Arguments, and certainly great 
Avthority, to juſtify my concluding ; that 
all ſuch Taxes fall ultimately, with double 
or treble Weight, upen Landed Property. 


Wuerx Taxes are impoſed, and the Price 
of the raw Material cannot be further re- 


duced, nor the Price in the foreign Market 


raiſed, the Manufacture is gone. This li- 
terally happened with reſpect to Wool in 
England. We are in Ireland, as yet, but 


' young in I rade; let us therefore turn our 


Eyes towards Great. Briain, whoſe Taxes 
are ſuch as to have ruined her Commerce, 
and learn from her Misfortunes to avoid 
the ſame Meaſures. 


THE State of one great Manufacture 


will ſufficiently ſhew how much the Trade 


of England ſuffers by Taxes and other 
Reſtrictions ; and as the Woollen Manufac- 
ture 
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ture is at preſent deſervedly our principal 
Object, let us take it for our Example; for 
while it will ſhew the Burden under which 
our Siſter Kingdom labours, it will alſo ſhew 
the immenſe Value of that Manufacture to 
us, and evince the Certainty, that by avoid- 
ing improper Taxes, we muſt neceſſarily be- 
come Maſters of that Branch of Trade. 
Dr Wir in his Memoirs (page 57) ſays, 
that the making a Piece of Cloth in Hol- 
land coſts ſeventy Livres, of which twen- 
ty are paid for Taxes. The Work then 
untaxed would coſt only fifty Livres; ſo 
that twenty Livres being charged upon 
fifty, the Manufacture is taxed Forty per 
Cent. Sir M. Decker ſays, that ſince De 
Wit's Time, Taxes have been ſo much en- 
creaſed, that he is moderate in ſaying 
that the Woollen Manufacture in Holland 
is taxed Fifty per Cent; yet, does the Dutch 
Cloth of eight or eleven Shillings a Yard, 
come cheaper to a foreign Market, than 
Engliſh Cloth of the ſame Kind. The 
Engliſh Cloth muſt therefore be charged 
with a fictitious Value of more than Fifty 
per Cent, which artificial Value ariſes part- 
ly from Taxes (which amounted to Thirty- 
one per Cent, forty Years ago“) and the 
m Sir M. Decker, page 40. | 


D Remainder 
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Remainder from improper Reſtraints, of 
which they have many in Great Britain, 
Expence of Freight, and ſo forth“. 


T wiLL ſuppoſe, then, that the Engliſb 
are underſold only by One per Cent. which 
might turn the Balance. in which Caſe, 
a Bale of Goods, worth - L. Ioo 
Has an artificial Value of - 51 
And without that artificial Value, 

would bring equal Profit to . 49 

* if ſold for - 


a This Expence particularly ariſes from improper 
Reſtrictions, principally impoſed by the Acts of Naviga- 


tion, ſo that almoſt any of our Neighbours can have 


Pitch, Tar, Maſts, Sails, Cordage, Sailors and Shipping, 
ſo much cheaper than the Zngliſh, as to build or repair a 


Ship at leſs by one-half the Expence. Britania Lan. 


32. | 

The Dutch are not only frugal in the Materials, but 
in the Form of their Ships, and calculate them ſo as to be 
navigated by one-third of the Number of Hands that 
the Enghifh uſe. Whereas the Engliſh Ships are all of 


the fame Kind, and that the moſt expenſive. Sir 


V. Raleigh obſerves, that if aa Engliſh and a Dutch 


Ship be at Dantzick of 200 Tons each, the Hollander 


would ſerve the Merchant cheaper by 100. than the 
Engliſhman, being ſailed with nine or ten Mariners, but 


the Engliſh with 30: Yet that the Engliſb Carpenters 
keep their old Way of Building. 


" 


— 2 —— 


CONSIDERATIONS. 19 


Ir Great Britain, therefore, could either re- 
lie ve that Trade from Taxes, amounting to 
at leaſt Thirty - one per Cent. or Reſtrictions 
of various Kind, which occaſion the remain- 
der of the artificial Value, orboth, ſhe would, 
by ſo much, underſell the Dutch : if relieved 
of both, ſhe would underſell them by Fifty- 
one per Cent. That the artificial Value of 
Woollens ſhould amount to more than half 
their market Price, or that Great Britain, 
without that artificial Value, ſhould be 
able to underſell Foreigners by one-half, 
may appear ſtrange and incredible to many. 
But it muſt alſo appear incredible to many, 
that Wool ſhould ever, by any Poſſibility, 
ſell for four fold its ordinary Price“; that 
in England it ſhould ſell for Forty Shillings 
the Tod, and that in Ireland its Value 
ſhould riſe in the ſame Proportion ; yet 
Engliſh Wool is known to have for- 
merly borne that Price; nor do I de- 


ſpair to ſee Taxes in Ireland removed 


from all Manufactures, and the Price of 
Wool conſiderably greater. The Peo- 


by this, indeed, fuppoſe Wool at no more than Ten 


Shillings the Tod, and it has irequently been no higher 
in ſome Parts of E 1 


ple 


20 CONSIDERATIONS. 


ple of England, who have ſeen their 


Way through Science further than any 
other, have been blind to Commerce, 
otherwiſe their Attention to this Manufac- 
ture alone, the moſt valuable of any, might 
have induced them to be more ſparing in 
their Reſtrictions upon Trade, no Branch 


of which can be taxed without Injury to- 


the Remainder. | | 

Taxis Effects are obvious in the heavy 
Loſſes Great Britain has ſuffered. Her 
Manufactures are become too dear for any 
of the foreign Markets of Europe; the Silk 
Manufacture is hardly ſufficient for her home 


Conſumption ; her Woollens and Linens 


are forced upon her Dependencies in the 
Weſt, from whom ſhe receives a Return at 
ſuch low Prices, as to produce ſome Profit 
upon Re-exportation. The Eaſt too is made 
ſubſervient to the Trade of Great Britain; 
her Manufactures are brought to England, 
whence they are re ex ported to other Parts 
of Europe. In the Whole of this Commerce, 


Great Britain has depended upon Con- 


queſt; ſne monopolizes the Trade of the 
Eaſt, by Means of an Army of 70,000 Men. 
But it is throughout only an artificial 


Trade, 


| 
| 
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Trade, which will ſubſiſt no longer than 
while Great Britain ſhall maintain her 
Superiority in Arms. 


IRELAND has no ſuch Reſources : ſhe has 
no Dependencies, no Military for Con- 


queſts, no Navy. But ſhe has been kept 


ſo poor, that the-utmoſt Debt that ſhe has 
been able to contract, will, I ſhould hope, 
be nothing, when once her Ports ſhall be 
frequented. She, on the other Hand, de- 
rives Advantages from Nature, which no 
other Country but Great Britain can boaſt. 
With theſe Ireland ought to look for 
Wealth by a fair and univerſal Trade. 
Great Britain has at length acted towards 
us with Liberality and ſound Policy, in let- 
ting us into the Advantages of a Trade 
with her Dependencies, equally advanta- 
geous with her own, and relieved us 
from moſt of thoſe Reſtraints upon our 
Commerce with other Countries which ſhe 
had impoſed. It remains with Ireland to 
remove ſuch Impediments to Trade as 

depend upon her own Legiſlature. 
IRELAND is at preſent ſo circumſtanced, 
its Trade ſo capable of being made abſo- 
lutely 


— - 
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lutely free, its Finances might be ſo eaſily 
put upon a. new and more advantageous 
Footing, that its future Proſperity or Mi- 
ſery, will principally depend upon the 
Wiſdom of the preſent Parliament. I con- 
feſs I look for more Spirit and Zeal from 
the preſent, than I expect to meet with in 
any future Parliament: and I could wiſh 
them to finiſh the great Work which they 
have begun, by not only procuring a Remo- 
val of thoſe Reſtraints upon our foreign 
Trade, which ſtill remain, but by making 
ſuch internal Regulations as are abſolutely 
in their own Power. 

Tae remaining Reſtraints, I am perſuaded, 
will be eaſily removed; they ariſe principal- 
ly from the Acts of Navigation, particular- 
ly 12 Car. II. 8, and are prejudicial to our 
Commerce, by encreaſing the Expence of 
Freight. Great Britain cannot heſitate to 
repeal ſuch Acts, ſo far as they relate to 
Ireland; for it is of no Uſe to ber that we 


ſhould be bound by them, though it is high- 
ly injurious to us. We muſt therefore ſtill 
direct our Efforts towards an abſolute Free- 


dom of Trade, which ought ever to be our 
Object of Purſuit, and our leading Prin- 
ciple in every Meaſure by which Trade 

can 
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can be affected. If a Free Trade be not at 
this Inftant within our Reach, yet it is at ſo 
little Diſtance, and ſo eaſily attainable, that 
every home Regulation ought to be calcu- 
lated with a View to receive it. Liberty 
to Trade will be of little Advantage, if not 
aided by internal Policy, and that Policy 
ought to conſiſt in ſuch Regulations as may 
enable us to open our Ports to all the 
World. Free Ports are the Lungs of Com- 
merce, through which, like the Blood, it 
ought to circulate, and its Health and 
Vigour will be according to the Freedom of 
its Circulation. Let our Ports be free, and 
the Mildneſs of our Government, the Juſ- 
tice of our Laws, the Fertility of our Soil, 
and the many natural Advantages, with 
which our Iſland is bleſſed, will operate 
like the vigorous Impulſe of the Heart, 
cheriſh our Manufactures at Home, and 
diſperſe our Commerce through every 
Channel, to the Extremities of the World. 
Tux great Difficulty will ariſe from our 
Revenues ; how they can be raiſed or col- 
lected without Reſtraints upon our Trade, 
is the principal Object of my Inquiry; 
and I am pleaſed to find that I am not the 
firſt Perſon that has thought it poſſible. 


TRE 
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Tat Charges of Government are very 
conſiderable for a Country ſo poor as 
Ireland has been hitherto. They are ſup- 
plied almoſt entirely by Taxes upon Trade; 
and theſe, though inadequate to their 
Purpoſe, by at leaſt one- fourth, are ſuch a 
Weight upon the People, as to be a very 
conſiderable Impediment to our embarking 
in that Commerce that 1s now open tous. 

THE Sum to be collected for the current 
Year (for the Revenues being deficient, we 
can only judge by this) including the Ex- 
pence of Management, and the Premiums 
given by Parliament, will amount to 

1,232,3217. * at the leaſt, And this being 
raiſed almoſt entirely by Duties upon our 
Imports and Exports, our Exciſe and 
Hearth Money, operates, as has been 
ſhewn, with double or treble Weight 


Nett Management of the Hereditary 
Revenue; and Additional Duties, | 210,287 0 SF 


Nett Management of Stamp Duties, 13,772 6 2 


Premiums, 196,733 13 1 
Charges of Government, —— 1,943,850 1 103 


Biennial Charge upon the People, 2,464,043 19 71 | 
Annually, — 1,232,321 19 947 


upon 
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upon Trade, and muſt therefore be con- 
ſidered, as at leaſt 2, 464, 643J. charged 
upon our Manufactures. Now whatever 
falls upon the Manufactures, has been 
proved to fall ultimately as a Charge upon 
Land. And the Rental of Ireland being 
at the utmoſt not more than 7, ooo, ooo. 
the Taxes muſt in Reality amount to very 
near Seven Shillings in the Pound upon 
Land. 

Now nothing is more obvious than that 
if the Landed Gentlemen were to take the 


Supply of Government upon themſelves, 
one-half of the above Sum would be ſuf-⸗ 


? Vide Sir M. Devker's Calculation, p. 32, 33, 34, 
A.. 


* Sir. W. Petty, and from him I/arner, computes the 
Number of Acres in Ireland, good and bad, at 10,000,000, 
which I probably over-value in eſtimating them at 
Fourteen Shillings an Acre, producing a yearly Rent of 
7,000,000. 


r Sir M. Deckor makes a Deduction for ſuch Propors 
tion as the Value of Goods exported bears to the home 
Expence, the Amount is but one-eighth. However, 
this ſeems contrary to his firſt Principles, for he himſelf 
proves, that the foreign Market will not pay our Taxes, 
and that the Taxes therefore fall upon Land, betore Ma- 
nufaQtures are exported. 

E ficient, 
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ficient,* For the Charge upon Land would 
then be no greater than the real public 
Expence ', together with the Expence of 
Management, which, altogether, amount to 
but one half; ſo that the Owner of Land 
would have 1650/. to ſpend out of his 
20007. a Year, inſtead of being reduced, as 
at preſent, to 1300. and Trade would be 
entirely relieved. I will not here compute 
how much the Prices of Things would fall, 
upon being relieved from Taxes. That they 
would fall is certain, for they would loſe 
their fictitious Value; ſo that an Income 
of 16507. a Year might purchaſe as much at 
leaſt as 20001. did before. Nor will I at pre- 
ſent compute what Advantage would ariſe to 
the Land-holder, rather than to any other 
Man, from our Manufactures being ſent 
untaxed to Market, and the great Increaſe 
of Commerce that would ariſe therefrom; 
for what I have already mentioned ought 

* 'Three and Six-pence in the Pound upon Land alone 
produces 1,255,000/. a Year, whereas the whole of the 


public Charges, Premiums and Expence of Management, 
is but 1,232,3217. 198. 9 3,4. 


t I here include Premiums given by Parliament. 


* This is not againſt the general Principle that I have 
hitherto adhered to; for all Articles here are at preſent 
too dear for Ireland, and MarufaQuures muſt fall confider- 
ably, before we can ſupply Strangers. 
to 
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to be a ſufficient Motive to induce him, 
were it neceſſary, to take the whole Supply 
of Government upon himſelf. 

AFTER all, I am not going to propoſe a 
Land-Tax. The Kind of Tax that I ſhall 
recommend will be ſtill more favourable 
to the Landholder, becauſe the Man- of 
moneyed Property will bear a Share in its 
Weight; nor is it an unpleaſant Refſec- 
tion, that it will fall only upon the Luxu- 
ries of Life; and that every Man will 
aſcertain the Proportion that he himſelf 
ſhall pay. It has eyer been conſidered as 
the Teſt of Eng/i/b Liberty that no Man 
ſhall be taxed, except by his own Conſent, 
and his Conſent is declared by the Repre- 
ſentatives of the Kingdom in Parliament. 
But in Ireland, ſhould this Plan be purſued, 
we ſhall exceed even Engliſh Liberty; for 
here every Man, who ſhall aſſent, ſhall de- 
clare his Aſſent himſelf, and rate the Pro- 
portion in which he ſhall contribute to 


the general Supply. The Idea js, Sir M. 
Decker's, and it is this: 


LEr the Income of every Individual be 
computed according to the Luxury he 


_ uſes. And in order to this, 
Evexy Perſon, uſing any of the fol- 
lowing Articles of Luxury, ſhall take out 
a Licence 


— 
SY 
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a Licence yearly, for the higheſt-rated 
Article of Luxury that he intends to uſe. 
His Income Yhall be ſuppoſed to be 
ſuited to the Rank of Life in which that 
Article of Luxury ſhall place him, and he 
ſhall pay a Subſidy of Three Half-pence in 
the Pound upon that Income. 


— 


ARTICLES OF LUXURY, 


Cc mputed 
Incomes. 


| Horſes and Two Carriages, 


— 


| vices of Plate, 2 

Six Horſes, - 

Four Hoes, = = << 
Pair of Horſes, - -+ 


Rings, Pins, and — 
7. A Sedan Chair, 


i Lace on Clothes, 
9. Silver Plate for a Side-Board, 


Services, - r - 
10. China Services at Table, - 
r. Jewels in Rings, Pins, and 
Ear- rings, — 


12. A Chair, or Chaiſe, - with One 
Horſe, 


13. Silver Table Spoons, 


1. Two complete Sets cf Coach- 


2. Diſhes or Plates of Silver at 
| Table, commonly called Ser- 


| 3- One Coach, or . and 
4. One Coach, or Carriage, wa 
5. One Coach, or Carriage, and 
| 6. Jewels for Dreſs, other chan 


| 8. Gold or Silver Embroidery, or 


other than Spoons, not having 


1 


8000 


| 4000 
2000 
1000 
800 


800 
500 


300 
5 
500 
2 50 


250 


„ 


T hree Half- 
pence in the 
Pound. 


1. 


25 © 
12 10 
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3 
3 2 
5 
$2 
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Orurr Articles of Luxury might be 
added to theſe, Nor ought thoſe who 
have more than 8oool. a Year to eſcape 
.being taxed according to their Incomes. 
The abave, however, is ſufficient to ex- 
plain the Plan, and it is properly left to 
Parliament to make the Syſtem perfect. 

HuszanDs ought to pay for their Wives 
one-fourth Part of what they pay for 
themſelves. 

FarHERS, or Mothers (where there is 
no Father) to pay one-eighth for each 
Child under Age. 

BacueLors to be doubly taxed, from 
the Age of twenty-one Years *. 

No Perſon keeping a Public Houſe, to 
furniſh Cards, Dice, Nine-pins, or any 
other Articles of Sport or Gaming, unleſs 
they pay for Article 9. Theſe being the 
Corrupters of Servants, Labourers, and 
ManufaQurers. 


As to the Manner of collecting the Tax, 


it will be leſs expenſive than any other. 


z This is to put them on a Footing with Maſters of 
Families. If then you compute the Tax paid by Ba- 
chelors, you will find that four Subſidies amount to 


Let 


One Shilling in the Pound upon the Income. 


6 — 2 
alt. radio a * _— 4. _ 
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Let an Officer be appointed in every 


County to receive the Tax, and give a 


Licence for ſuch+ Article of Luxury as 
each Inhabitant of that County ſhall pay 
for ; whereby he will be entitled to uſe 
that Article of Luxury for a Year. 

LeT that Licence be regiſtered with the 
Church-Wardens of their reſpective Pa- 
riſhes, and let each Man's Contribution 
towards the Expences of his Pariſh be 
computed according to the Income at 
which his Licence rates him. Thus will 
every Man find it his Intereſt to watch, 
leſt his Neighbour ſhould cheat the Pub- 
lic, and thereby avoid the Pariſh-Ceſs ; 
and as the Articles of Luxury that I have 


mentioned, are all of them of Notoriety, 
it is hardly poſſible that any one Man 


ſhould be ſuffered to uſe them, without 
contributing his full Share to the Public- 
Tax, and to the Pariſh-Rates. People are 
far more prying into the Proportion their 
Neighbours pay to the Pariſh-Rates, than 
to Taxes impoſed for the Uſe of Govern- 
ment; and as, by this Plan, no Man can pay 
any Pariſh-Rate at all, until he ſhall have 


firſt paid his Subſidy to Government ; nor 


cant pay his fair — to his Pariſh, 
__ _ unleſs 
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unleſs he have firſt done ſo to the Public; 
which muſt appear by the Pariſh-Regiſtry, 
every Man will not only eaſily detect any 
Fraud in his Neighbour, but find himſelf 
applauded by his Pariſh for ſo doing; ſince 
the Pariſh will thereby be eaſed in Point 
of Rates, eſpecially if Fines were impoſed 
upon Delinquents for its Uſe. 

Tre Accompts of the Officer collecting 
the Tax, or a Copy of them, ought like- 
wiſe to be laid before the Pariſh, thereby 
to check their Regiſtry ; for if any Perſon 
ſhould not pay it all, his Name would 
then be wanting in the Officer's Accompts, 
as well as in the Regiſtry : If he ſhould 
not pay enough, the Deficiency would ap- 
pear againſt his Name in both. If a forged 


Licence were regiſtered, his Name would 
be wanting among the Public-Taxes, and- 
the Pariſhioners, the Fine being paid to the 


Pariſh, would be intereſted to take Notice 
of it. If the Officer ſhould ſecrete the 
Public Money, the Pariſh-Regiſtry would 
detect it. And if the Fine impoſed upon 
him too, were given to the Pariſh, the 
Pariſhiogers would not fail to ſue him for it. 
Many Regulations would be neceſſary that 
need not be mentioned here. I will only 

| further 
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further ſay, that I know no Tax, at pre- 
ſent, having ſo many Checks, or calling 
upon ſo many Perſons in Honour and In- 
tereſt, to detect Frauds as this. 
Tu Landed Gentleman muſt not here 
ſuppoſe, that by contributing largely to 
the Expences of Government, he will be a 
Loſer, till ſuch Time as his Leaſes ſhall 
fall in; for I am much deceived, if he has 


not already obſerved, that the Fall of 


Prices will do much more than re-imburſe 


him, till ſuch Time as he himſelf ſhall have 


Taiſed his Rents. So that though he can- 
not well derive Profit in both Ways, yet 
he muſt be ſo very conſiderable a Gainer 
in the one, or the other, that, as Sir M. 
Decker ſays (page 92) he would actually 
find the Value of his Eſtate doubled. 

Bur the principal Advantage ariſing 
from this Tax is, that Commerce may be 
abſolutely free, and the whole fictitious 
Price, which Taxes and Reſtrictions create, 
be effeQtually removed, The Price of 
Iriſh Woollens is by no Means leſs than 
that of Engliſh. And as there is no natural 
Reaſon for their bearing ſo high a Price, it 
follows, that their fictitious Value muſt 


amount to, at leaſt, as much as that of the 


Cloths 


„„ n 


— 
ed 
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Cloths of Great-Britain. It is equally clear, 
that ſhould this be removed, we ſhall rea- 
dily underſell Foreigners, and of Courſe 
become Maſters of the Woollen Trade ; for 
our manufactured Goods will then be more 
valuable to them, than our Wool. I can 
even look ſo far forward as to ſay, that 
hereafter the Sheep-walks of Ireland and 
Great- Britain, may become ſo inſufficient 
to ſupply the Demand, as that the 1ri/b 


Moollens may be adulterated by the Impor- 


tation and Mixture of French and other 
Wool ; for whatevet Country produces the 
beſt Wool, is naturally the Seat of the Ma- 
nufacture. 

Nos is it improbable that we ſhall be- 
come Maſters of the Fiſhery, when Trade 
ſhall be exempt from Taxes and Reſtricti- 
ons, under which other Nations labour ; if 
we want Skill or Capital, our Neighbours 


will ſupply us,with both. Let us but re- 


ceive Foreigners, and they will bring with 


them Wealth and Arts”. The Engliſh 


The Flemings being driven out of their Country by 


dle Duke of Alva, and the Hugonats by Leruis XIV. con- 


tributed principally to the eſtabliſhing or perfecting of the 
different Manufactures of Great- Britain. 


= will 
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will inſtruct us in Woollens, the Dutch in 
the Art of cheap Navigation. Our Linens 
will find an eafier Vent abroad, when 
Freight ſhall be made cheap; and even the 
Silk Manufacture may find itſelf advanta- 
geouſly ſituated in Ireland. I will not 
eſtimate theſe four great Branches of Manu- 
facture with Sir M. Decker, though he 


makes their Produce enormous, I will only 
tay, that ſhould we open our Ports to Com- 


merce freely, whatever is advantageous in 
thoſe Branches of Trade muſt be ours. 
Tre Trade from Port to Port, which 
I have ſo much coveted, will neceſſarily 
follow. Great ManufaQures, the Fiſhery, 
and cheap Freight, lead to it of courſe. 
When the Trade of Ireland ſhall be exempt 
from Tax, it is impoſſible that our Progreſs 
in Commerce ſhould not be rapid. Stran- 


gers would make this Iſland the Center of 


Trade, though the Nation were to neglect 


it *, The public Charges, though of but 


Half 


This Maxim is as old as Xenophon, who would have 
perſuaded the Athenians even to pay Honour to Foreign 


Merchants. Apa, 3 & xa Y mordpicu Tao Vu tyuroge; x, 
wann nee, Ky en Covi toly ore , un & Joxaow atiooyor; 8 
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Half their former Weight upon Land, 
would become lighter every Day, not mere- 
ly by the Increaſe of Rents, but by the 
great Influx of Strangers, and the numberleſs 
moneyed Fortunes that would ſuddenly 
ſpring up in this Country. The Taxes 
which at preſent operate upon Land, as 
Seven Shillings in the Pound, would be at 
once reduced to Three and Six-pence. The 


v Me, tioomuterlo Ts x, aprzoirle, f Tool I wu, 
roayoil, x; ttaryoilo, xy u ihre, x, rohe, S poYoPogoilo, 5 
pen. (ZivePorles roger, H rig mgoordwr). It would be for 
the Honour and Advantage of the State, to give Prece- 
dence in all publick Places to foreign Merchants and Sea- 
men, and to invite to the publick Feaſts ſuch of them, as 
by their Ships and Commodities, do Service to the State; 
for pleaſed with the Honours they receive, as much as with 
the Profits they make, they will quickly return to (us) 
as their Friends. And it is clear beyond Contradiction, 
that our Trade and Commerce would be extended, our 
Exportations and Importations encreaſed, and the ſtand- 
ing Income and Revenue of the State improved, in Pro- 
portion to the Number of foreign Merchants and Sea- 
men of all Kinds, that ſhall eſtabliſh themſelves among 
us. | 

(Brit. Lan, 68.) The excluding great Numbers of 
foreign Ships from our Ports, muſt prevent our vending 
great Part of our Beef, Pork, Corn, Beer, Cloathing, 
and other Neceſſaries. 

(Do. 68.) The Dutch allow free Commerce to all Fo- 
reigners and their Ships. 
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Rates of Land then might probably riſe 
Three and Six-pence in the Pound, and I 


cannot doubt that they would riſe even 


more than that; however, ſuppoſe them to 
riſe but Eighteen- pence in the Pound, the 
Tax will then be reduced to Two Shillings. 
But in the Courſe of this, we cannot but 
conclude, that the Luxuries of moneyed 
Men, would pay at the leaſt a Shilling, ſo 
that the Tax which at preſent operates as 
Seven Shillings in the Pound upon Land, 
would very ſhortly be reduced to One. 
The Fall of Intereſt, which neceſſarily fol- 
lows Wealth, would relieve thoſe = pay 
much Intereſt, from that remaining Shill- 
ling. 


How eafily, on the other hand, would 


the Wants of Government be ſupplied, the 
Tax being in its Nature leſs oppreſſive 
than thoſe in Uſe at preſent, and the Abi- 
lity of the People conſtantly encreaſing: 
ſhould it be neceſſary at any Time to en- 
creaſe the Number of Subſidies, the Col- 


lection will be equally eaſy, and Commerce 


will not be endangered from miniſterial 


Ignorance of Finance in every new Tax *. 


I am 


2 I ſhould be very ſorry that this were ſuppoſed to 
point at any n. but it would be particularly inap- 
plicable 


y * 
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I am ſo convinced of the Permanency that 
might be given to a hereditary Revenue col- 
lected in this Manner, that I am more 
afraid of offering too much, than that my 
Offer will be rejected by the Crown. The 
firſt Shilling in the Pound that ſhould be 
collected, might be too little at preſent, 
and. would be greatly too much in future, 
I ſhould therefore wiſh that as much were 
ſettled upon the Crown, to be paid annu- 
ally out of the firſt Receipts, as the Crown 
ever received in one Year by the hereditary 
Revenue, and of this, I ſhould think, 
the Crown ought to accept; for if the 
Crown ſhould require, that a greater Reve- 
nue be ſettled upon it than it has hitherto 

enjoyed in Times of its utmoſt Affluence, 
as a Purchaſe of the Royal Aſſent, to ſuch 
Acts as may be neceſſary for emancipating 
our Trade from Taxes ; it will be in EffeQ, 
declaring that political as well as commer- 


plicable to the Chairman of the Committee of Supply, 
on whoſe Knowledge and Integrity I have great Reli- 


ancec. 


o The net Produce of the Hereditary Revenue, ſeems 
to have been at the higheſt in the two Years ending 
Lady-day 1765; it then amounted biennially to 1,031 ,280/. 
45. 11 3d. annually 515,640. 25s. 51544. 


cial 
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cial Liberty, is too much for Ireland; and 
that the only Road to a Free Trade, is by 
making the Crown independent of the 
People. But this I ſhould hope there is 
little Reaſon to expect; for the Crown may 
well rely upon the Affection and Genero- 
ſity of its Tri/þ Subjects, that while their 
Intereſts meet with due Attention, any 
Supply that may be neceſſary to Govern- 
ment, will be liberally and freely granted. 
— Whereas, on the other Hand, if the 
Crown ſhould refuſe to relinquiſh its pre- 
ſent Revenue, for one by which Commerce 
would eſcape the Oppreſſion of Taxes, 
there is an End of all Proſpect that our 
Trade can be abſolutely free; and our 
Ports muſt remain under the Reſtraint of 
Revenue Officers, as at preſent. 

Tus Creditors of the Publick will like- 
wiſe derive a Security from the Plan of 
Finance before us. If the firſt 515,640/. 
25. 553d. be a hereditary Revenue for the 
Crown, let the next raiſed Money be ap- 
propriated to the Payment of all Intereſt 
and Annuities. At preſent the Loan Duties 
might fail, yet Government might be ſuppli- 
ed from other Funds; on the Plan I now 
offer, Government would be reduced to 

the 
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the hereditary Revenue, till ſuch Time as 
the Public Creditors ſhould have firſt re- 
ceived their Intereſt and Annuities. 

Tae Trade to the Weſt Indies and Bri- 
tiſb Colonies may, at firſt, appear inconſiſt- 
ent with this Plan, ſince the Duties are to 
be equalized between England and Ireland. 
However, when the great Benefits attend- 
ing free Ports are conſidered, that Trade 
ought to be given up for them, if neceſſary. 
But tor this I can ſee no Neceſſity. Many 
Ways might be adopted in the Engliſb Par- 
liament, to prevent Ireland from having 
any Advantage over England in that 
Trade, without treſpaſſing on the diſput- 

ed 


© Great Britain gives a Drawback upon the Re- expor- 
tation of many V /xdia Goods: Let her do the ſame 
upon all, and let her Drawback be of the whole Duty, 
if ſhe think it right; in order to be on an Equality with 
us. But let our Import and Export be free, as we deſire 

no Revenue by cither, but wiſh to remove all Revenue 
Officers from our Ports. 

But if Grea! Britain merely wiſhes to prevent Ireland 
from ſupplying the Eungliſi Market with Goods from the 
Welt Indies, let a Duty payable in Great Britain upon the 
Import of ſuch Goods be the ſaine, whether they come 
laſt from 1re/and, or directly from the V Indies. 

If no one of theſe Propoſals ſhould pleaſe, let the 
Revenue Officers be continued in their Ports, merely for 

that 
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ed Ground of binding Ireland by Engliſh 
Statutes. 

LeT us now ſee how far Great- Britain 
might be injured by ſuch Bleſſings beſtowed 
upon her Siſter Kingdom. In my Opi- 
nion, Great-Britain would receive infinite 
Advantage. It is certain that Vicinity is 
of Uſe to ManufaQures, and it is obſerved, 
with reſpect to Ireland, by an Engliſh Wri- 
ter of great Authority, that a wealthy 
Kingdom would be infinitely a better 
Neighbour to Great Britain, than a Land 
of Beggars. Ireland might become highly 
ſubſervient to the Engliſb ManufaQures, 
were it only by Cheapneſs of Freight. In 
bulky Ladings, the Dutch are ad to ſail 


cheaper than the Engliſb, by at leaſt Fif- 


that Trade; and I ſhould be very ſorry to ſee my 
Friends diſmiſſed without ſome ample Compenſation. I 
have included the Expence of Management among the 
public Charges upon the People, as if the Revenue Of- 
ficers were to be continued : and I could wiſh that every 
Man, thovgh diſmiſſed, ſhould continue to receive a Salary 
equal to the Income of his Office during his Life. Many 
might be placed in other Departments, and even if that 
could not be done, the Amount would be but about 
£140,000 a Year, and I ſhould think the Kingdom 


cheaply rid of them. They are, as Sir A Decker ſays, 
the Tyrants of the Trader. 


teen 
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teen per Cent: This gives the Manufactures 
of every other Nation, with whom the 
Dutch trade a proportionable Advantage 
over thoſe of Great Britain ; and while the 
Engliſh adhere to their Navigation Acts, 
and their ordinary Mode of Ship-building, 
(Brit. Lan. 54.) the Dutch will retain this 
Advantage, unleſs Recourſe be had to Ire- 
land. But ſhould Irelang open her Ports, 
unincumbered by thoſe Acts, and at Liberty 
to equip herſelf for the Seas upon the 
cheapeſt Terms, ſhe will be able to tran- 
ſport the Manufactures of Great Britain to 
many foreign Markets, where they would 
otherwiſe be precluded by the Expence of 
Navigation *. 

G AND 


4 Brit. Lan. 65, ſays, © The Act of Navigation, 
(12 Car. Il. ch. 18.) obliging the Engliſb to buy imported 
Goods only at thoſe Ports, or of thoſe Natives, of whoſe 
Growths and Productions they are, hath given Mono- 
polies to all Foreigners on the Exgliſh, for the Goods of 
their reſpective Growths and ProduQions; the Danes 
(for Inſtance) raiſed their Prizes and Cuſtoms upon us, 
tor Pitch, Tar and Timber, forcing us to pay near 
double what we did, and to pay in Money where we 
uſed to barter with them for Commodity: The like 
might be ſaid of the French, thoſe of the Canary Iſlands 
and others, particularly the Leiflanders, for raw Hemp 
and Flax; at the beſt we are but at Mercv.” 

The 
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Ax D now pardon me if I once more ad- 
vert to the Woollen Manufacture. Should 
this Manufacture ſucceed in Ireland, to the 
Extent that may be hoped, we ſhall feed 
Great Britain at the Expence of the French *, 


The fame AQ impoſes other Reſtraints of a very im- 
politick Nature ; for Inſtance, that the Ships muſt be of 
Britiſh or Irifþ built, the Maſters and Mariners 3 of thoſe 


Countries. 


_ * Brit. Lang. (page 60) ſpeaking of England : 
Sir MH. Decker (page 155) ſays, © by opening the 


Woollen Trade of FHreland, that of Britain would receive 


Benefit (though the contrary is the common Opinion) 
which I prove thus; I ſuppoſe one Pack of [riſþ Wool of 
61. Value to make four Cloths : that Pack of Wool be- 
ing ſmuggled to France, works up two Packs of French 


Wool, making altogether twelve Cloths. 


A Pack of Iriſþ Wool therefore ſmuggled toY FL. 
France, hinders the Sale of twelve Engliſh 
Cloths, value 6/. each, and prevents the cir- (77 
culating of — — 

A Pack of Wool 1 in Ireland can 
* hinder the Sale of but four Engliſb Cloths — + 


The Difference is — — 48 
Kis computed that one-third of what Ireland gets, 
centers in England at laſt, which on the four 5 
* 61. each, making * is — 


— — 


The Benefit therefore that England jeceives from 
every Pack of Wool manufa in Ireland, | 56 


— of being ſmuggled to France, is — 
Dutch, 
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Dutch, Silefians, and other Nations, whoſe 
Woollen ManufaQture muſt be reduced to 
the moſt ordinary Cloths for their Peaſan- 
try, if ours ſhould flouriſh. Thoſe Coun- 
tries were formerly ſupplied by Great Bri- 
tain, as were likewiſe Denmark, Sweden, 
Norway, Poland, Portugal, and Italy; the 
greateſt Part of which Trade Great Britain 
has loſt, and is herſelf conſiderably ſup- 
plied by Sea, France and Holland. The 
Price of Engliſh Cloth has fallen by one- 
third in Foreign Markets within this Cen- 
tury ; while, on the other Hand, addition- 
al Taxes at home have loaded all Manu- 
factures with Expence. Under ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances, the ſupplying of Europe with 
Woollens is no longer an Object for Great 
Britain. | 

Ir is not unuſual for one Kingdom to 
ſtir up Enemies againſt another in Time 
of War. But it is doubly good Policy in 
Great Britain, to ruin the Trade of her 
Rivals and natural Enemies, by throwing 
it into the Hands of her Friends and Fel- 
low-Subjeas. If France has hitherto been 


enriched by the Jealouſy of England to- 


wards this Country ; ſhe will now be re- 


duced to Diſtreſs by her Liberality ; the 


Rents 
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Rents in Great Britain will be ſuſtained, 
perhaps increaſed, ſhould this Country be- 
come truly commercial. Her Depen- 
dencies in the Eaſt and Weſt, will ſupply 
her with Materials for her Foreign Com- 
merce: Her Home Conſumption muſt be 
the principal Support of her Manufactures *, 
as at preſent ; but ſhould Ireland grow rich, 
Ireland would greatly contribute to that 
Conſumption ; her Trade would only en- 
able her to collect Wealth to be ſpent in 
Great Britain. 


Urox the Whole; that 2 Trade abſo- 


lutely exempt from Tax and Reſtric- 
tion, is che greateſt Bleſſing that a Free 


f If Irciand ſhould underſel Foreigners in Woollens, 
not onlv her own Sheep-Walks will probably riſe in 
Value, bn alſo thoſe of Great-Britain. The only pro- 
bab!'e Difference will ariſe from the Expence of Car- 
riage. | 

Ihe Value of Tillage and Paſture Lands in England 
would alſo be kept up by an increaſed Demand in this 


Country. The Demand for Coals and Tin would be 


co Acrable. la theſe Great-Britain could meet with 
no Rival. 


© Unleſs by the Cheapneſs of Iriþ Freight, Ireland 


might find it worth her while to purchaſe Englih 


Gcods for the Supply of Foreign Markets. 
| People 


4 * 
[4 _ bags © . 
- — 555 . uy wy IS 
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People can wiſh for, will eaſily be allowed; 
that after adopting the Plan of Revenue 
here propoſed, ſuch a Trade might be 
eſtabliſhed, is, I think, morally certain, 
and that all Orders of Men, from the 
Crown to the loweſt Artificer, would be 
relieved by ſuch an Arrangement of Fi- 
nance, appears to me to be beyond Contra- 
diction. If fo ; be not content with read- 
ing and approving, but carry into Effect 
what alone depends upon yourſelves, Let 
it be told to lateſt Ages, highly to the 
Honour of this Parliament, that it not 
only emancipated this Country from Diffi- 
culties which, for near a Century, had ap- 
peared impracticable, but gave her the wiſeſt 
Syſtem of Finance, and the freeſt Com- 


merce that ever Kingdom enjoyed; and in 


one Seſſion raiſed her from a ſickly In- 


fancy, to a vigorous and powerful Ma- 
turity. 


